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Dear Parents and Carers,

On Wednesday and Thursday of this week our tutor groups have been part of the special
activities called ‘Deep Days’. We use this title because it is a time when the pupils and
staff can have a look at Bible stories more deeply. Of course, this time around the parts
are about Easter, and each of the colleges have a look at the events of Jesus’ final days,
but do so from a different perspective each year. The two important aspects are that they are able to have
a look at the writing and work out what it means, just like would happen for any other story. The second is
that the message they uncover from the stories can be applied to our daily lives, individually and as a
nation.

The final part of the Easter story is the miraculous event that was seen first by two female disciples,
' one of them Mary Magdalene, as an angel appeared by Jesus’ tomb:

The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid! | know you are looking for Jesus, who was

crucified. He isn’t here! God has raised him to life, just as Jesus said he would.” Matthew 28:5-6

These Deep Days are also special because it allows the tutor groups to work together. Remember—they
have children from each of the four years together. This is unique among middle schools in Worcestershire,
and allows tutor and pupils to know each other so well.

Today will be the final day of the crossing patrol at the bottom of Feckenham Road. Pupils who
would usually cross there will need to do so at the pedestrian crossing immediately outside the
main school gate. There is a staff member on this crossing so pupils can be supervised.

Schools need to be safe places where everything is done to keep children safe from harm. Our thoughts
and prayers are with the Covenant School is Nashville, USA, after the horrible events of earlier this week,
and the families affected by the shooting.

Rev. C. Leach, Principal
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For the week ahead
The Fruit of Faith You are my God, and | will give thanks to you.
is: Thankfulness
) Psalm 118:28

Jesus said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
The assembly take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will
theme will be: St. George lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”

Luke 9:23-24

We ask your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for:

Draw us forth, God of all creation.
Draw us forward and away from limited certainty into the immense world of your love.
Give us the capacity to even for a moment taste the richness of the feast you give us.
Give us the peace to live with uncertainty, with questions, with doubts.
Help us to experience the resurrection anew with open wonder and an increasing ability to see you in
the people of Easter.
Amen.

Picture of the Week
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A giant inflatable rubber duck, designed by Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman, sits in a lake in Santiago, Chile, as part of
an open-air art festival



Abberley- Garden and Guests

The night before Jesus was crucified, he went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. His disciples came
with him, and he asked them to keep watch. Unfortunately, they all fell asleep and let him down. In the
Gospel of Mark there is a reference to a young boy who witnessed the arrest of Jesus. In this session we
are looking at the scene from the boy’s point of view, and the themes of friendship and betrayal of trust.
We look at who we turn to for strength when life gets tough and how we might pray.

Bredon — Ascension and Followers

Forty days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven. This story can be found in Chapter 1 of the
book of Acts. After this event, the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples, and they felt moved to preach
the word of Jesus. This session looks primarily at having the courage to stand up for what you believe in. It
looks at Stephen who was stoned, and Saul who converted after being an enemy of Christianity.

Cleeve - Food and Festival

The night before Jesus was crucified, he ate a meal with his disciples. Because they were Jewish, they
were celebrating the Jewish festival of Passover. This is also the time when Jesus announced that one of
his disciples would betray him and that another would deny knowing him. This session is largely about
why food is important, particularly when celebrating, and how it can bring people together.

Before Jesus was crucified, he was put on trial before Pontius Pilate. However, it was not a fair trial, as he
was put in front of the crowd, and they were told to decide who should be executed. The choice was Je-
sus or Barabbas, who was a known murderer. This session looks at the idea of human rights today and em-
pathising with the various people in the scene, peer pressure, and motivational messages in the face of
adversity.



W Music Concert &

On Tuesday evening, Walkwood held a spring concert, and the hall was full with an audience of parents

and friends. Our orchestra performed themes from Harry Potter, James Bond and Pirates of the Caribbe-
an having worked on a film theme for this term.

1§ Our wonderful choir sang hits from Coldplay and Avicii. Their rendition of Tale as Old as
2| Time from Beauty and the Beast was beautiful.

Music and our recorder, ukulele, and keyboard clubs all had the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate their new skills. Thank you to all the pupils who




At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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Meet OQur Expert
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.03.2023
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Pastoral Manager

Walkwood Church of England Middle School are looking to recruit a Pastoral Manager Remuneration:
TA 2 - TA 4 pro rata from £ 21,575 to £ 29,439 pro rata

5 days a week, 35 hours per week, term time only plus the 5 Inset Days (with a view to amended hours
due to after school club support)

Also, we would welcome applications from individuals looking to explore flexible working hours.

We are looking for a strong and empowering Pastoral Manager with an understanding of the best
way to support pupils’ emotional and wellbeing journey throughout their time at Walkwood. They
will enjoy working as part of a pastoral / college-based team and demonstrate the ability to establish
good working relationships with pupils and parents, acting as a role model. Previous experience is
desirable for this role although not essential.

Closing of applications is 9.00am on Monday 17 th April 2023. Short-listed candidates will be contact-
ed soon after this date.

Walkwood Church of England Middle School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the wel-
fare of children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. The successful appli-
cant will be required to undertake an enhanced DBS check.

Lunch Money

Please can we ask that all ParentPay accounts are settled before the start of the new term. If you have
any queries, please contact the finance office.

Many thanks.

ParentPay
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Top Readers for 28.02.2023 — 29.03.2023

Congratulations to:

Top Girl

Hope Ivers BKKH Year 6 - who has read 481,501 words.
Top Boy

Charlie Gardner MDSL Year 7 - who has read 513,083words.

Well done - merits will be awarded to you both.

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU ...

If anyone quizzes during the Easter holidays, 3 merits will be awarded.

WALy

EASTER

K 70




Knowing our curriculum

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select:

;{ *a Year s Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here:

Art and Technology =~ Computing Drama English French Mathematics

Music  Physical Education Science Spiritual & Social Education
82

Additionally, for Careers ﬁé*i
P

. . 0
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the
pastoral system operates, please select:

Curriculum Rationale Pastoral Strategy

Walkwood

Church of England (f Middle School

For information about our school:

www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk

Keeping children safe

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our
school:

Early help: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%200ffer.pdf

E-safety: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf

Prevent: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf

Safeguarding:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%
20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf



https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf

Reading matters

At Walkwood, we prioritise reading for empowerment. We teach pupils
about how important reading is to them not only now, but also to their
future selves, as the ability to read is such a strong indicator of success in
later life. We remind pupils to strive to read for 20-30 minutes each day.
During the past year our pupils have read over 110 million words, with
over 7,500 books being quizzed on! Keep up the super reading, Walk-

wood!

Each week, there is a word displayed here. If the pupils have a go at the tasks below

linked to the weekly word, they will earn a point from their tutor. Once per fort-
night the tutor will go through the previous two weeks’ words and pupils will work
collaboratively exploring their meanings, features and usage.

ease

1. What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?
2. How many syllables does it have?

3. Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.

4. What are the synonyms for the word?

5. What are the antonyms for the word?

6. Write four sentences, each containing the word.

Vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one as a com-
mand and one as an exclamation sentence.

For example, if the Word of the Week were exhilarated:

Statement:  Saw is feeling exhilarated this morning,.



ﬁ Clubs and Activities
-

Summer Term 1

After School
3:30pm - 4:45pm

Lunchtime
12.15 - 1.00pm
Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI

Monday
Recorder Club, Music Room, GLA, 12.45pm-1pm. All
welcome. We have instruments for those that
need them. See Mrs Laishley to sign up.
Tuesday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI | Year 8 netball team only 3.30-4.45. Meet KRE in changing rooms.
Choir, Music Room, GLA, 12.35pm-1pm. One off, first week back
All welcome.
First sitting lunch pass required. See Mrs Laishley
tosign up- Keyboard Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces. Sign up via Ar-
bor required. Priority given to those who did not gain a place last
term; participants will be informed if they have been successful in|
gaining a place. Starts 18" April
Wednesday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI
Reading club, room 18, duration of lunch, JWa L . .
Ukulele Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces, sign up via Arbor
Core Reading Club, Room 15, duration of lunch, required. Priority given to those who did not gain a place last
Mrs Shanley - Invite only term; participants will be informed if they have been successful in
gaining a place. Starts 19" April
Thursday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/CMI
Science Homework Drop In - Computing (Year 7
and 8)
Friday Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/PWE|




Destination Day trip? Residential?

07/07 - o Brecon Beacons v
5 . £250
10/07/2023 Activity Centre
Blackwell
June 6 v £42
Adventure
- Osmington Ba
30/06 . h g y v £285
03/07/2023 Activity Park
20/07/2023 |8 Drayton Manor v £40 *
[ )
Fully booked * Current estimated cost

For the Year 6 trips, these will go out on the following days:
Wed June 7 6¢1 & 6¢2
Thu June 8 6¢3 & 6et

FriJune 9 6e2 & 6e3



Date

Event

W N O N

Friday 31 March

End of Term

Monday 17 April Staff Development Day
Tuesday 18 April First day of the Summer Term
Monday 1st May Bank holiday

Monday 8th May Bank holiday

Monday 29 May - 2 June Half Term

Wednesday 14 June

Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm

Thursday 22 June

Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm

Friday 21 July

End of Term




